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SUBJECT: ALGERIAN AMBASSADOR PRESENTS CREDENTIALS 

1. ON 1 1 JULY 1978, AZZOUT HADJ BEN-ABDELKADER, ALGERIA'S 
AMBASSADOR TO CAMEROON PRESENTED HIS CREDENTIALS TO PRESIDENT 
AHIDJO. HE IS THE FIRST ALGERIAN AMBASSADOR ACREDITED TO 
CAMEROON TO RESIDE IN YAOUNDE. 

2. YAOUNDE AND ALGIERS ESTABLISHED DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS IN 1963. 
INITIALLY, ALGERIA'S AMBASSADOR TO CAMEROON RESIDED IN BRAZZA- 
VILLE AND CAMEROONIAN AMBASSADOR TO TUNIS WAS ACCREDITED TO 
ALGERIA. HOWEVER, IN 1974 CAMEROON MOVED THEIR CHARGE TO 
ALGIERS AND ALGERIA ASSIGNED A VERY ENERGETIC CHARGE TO YAOUNDE. 

3. AHIDJO VISITED ALGERIAN IN 1971 AND 1977. B OUMEDIEENE MADE A 
SHORT STOP IN GAROUA IN 1975. BILATERAL RELATIONS I.E. GROWING 
TRADE RELATIONSHIPS AND AFRICAN QUESTIONS MAINLY WESTERN SAHARA. 
WERE REPORTEDLY DISCUSSED AT THE LAST MEETINGS. 

4. ALGERIA'S CHIEF IMPORTS FROM CAMEROON ARE WOOD, BANANAS. 
GROUND NUTS, WHICH TOTALLED $440,000 LAST YEAR. CAMEROON'S 
IMPORTS WERE NEGLIGIBLE. 
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5. PRESS REPORTS INDICATE THAT ALGERIA BELONGS TO AN INTER- 
NATIONAL CONSORTIUM WHICH IS INTERESTED IN EXPLOITING THE MINIM- 
MATIP BAUXITE RESERVES NEAR NGAOUNDERE. BUT DUE TO START 

UP COSTS ESTIMATED IN EXCESS OF ONE BILLION DOLLARS. IT IS 
DOUBTFUL THAT THIS PROJECT WILL BE IMPLEMENTED IN THE NEAR 
FUTURE. 
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6. COMMENT: ALGERIA'S DECISION TO UPGRADE REPRESENTATION IN 
YAOUNDE HAD BEEN EXPECTED FOR ALMOST A YEAR. IT SUGGESTS A 
DESIRE BY ALGERIA TO FACILITATE DIALOGUE WITH A MODERATE 
AFRICAN STATE AND AGAIN SUPPORT FOR ITS POSITION ON ISSUES 
PERTAINING TO WEST SAHARA AND CANARY ISLANDS. CAM- 
EROON, KEEN ON MAINTAINING ITS NON-ALIGNMENT STATES, IN SPITE 
OF MISGIVINGS WITH ALGERIA BASED ON THAT COUNTRY'S PAST SUPPORT 
OF THE UPC OPPOSITION, NOW IS WILLING TO AT LEAST ACCEPT AN 
AMBASSADOR, PERHAPS TO ASCERTAIN WHAT, IF ANY, FUTURE ECONOMIC 
RELATIONS MIGHT BE PROMOTED. 

SMYTHE 
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